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AER energy experts kick off first MORE4NRG peer re-
view  

Maramures (RO), 4 September 2009 
 
The first energy audit in the framework of the MORE4NRG project was conducted 
this week in Maramures (RO), based on the Assembly of European Regions' (AER) 
unique peer review methodology. The on site visit aimed to provide the host region 
with practical guidelines on how to create an effective regulatory framework for the 
development of clean energies. 
 
Over four days, prominent political and technical experts from the regions of Abruzzo 
(I), Flevoland (NL) and Norrbotten (S) shared their insight on these strategic issues 
through a series of meetings with local energy stakeholders and numerous field in-
spections. They visited two small hydropower plants, a pallet factory, wood process-
ing facilities and Maramures Mountain Nature Park. 
 
The peer review broadly focused on hydropower and 
biomass-based energy. 
               
With large and heavy forested areas covering around 
260,000 ha, and dozens of small rivers snaking through 
the Carpaths, Maramures holds huge but uncapped 

potential to produce a great 
deal of sustainable energy.  
 
Many important questions, however, still remain unan-
swered. How can the negative environmental impact of hy-
dropower be minimised (i.e. disruption in fish migration, sur-
vival of riverbank habitats, hindrance of natural flow of sedi-
ments, and risk of flooding)? Which policies can reduce 
costly bureaucratic procedures to obtain permission to con-
struct a dam? To what extent is wood for energy included in 

regional forest legislation? How can the legal obligation to clean the forest be recon-
ciled with the great role that biomass plays in biodiversity conservation? All these 
issues will be addressed in the final report, to be submitted by the peer review team 
in the coming weeks.  More info:  www.more4nrg/newsitems/view/19 
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· Total budget:                  
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· EU contribution:                
1.032.084,95 euros  

 

· Duration of the project:  
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0006R1 MORE4NRG 

Website now available 
MORE4NRG’ website (www.more4nrg.eu) is now available to provide public informa-
tion on the project through its extranet. This information includes a description of the 
project and its goals, a calendar of events and meetings, project reports and all the 
dissemination material and related news. Most of the information provided is in Eng-
lish, although some materials will be uploaded in the other local languages of the pro-
ject. The website is considered to be the most effective tool to coordinate communica-
tion activities and to manage project activities.  MORE4NRG  Letter of  

Commitment                  4 
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Partners Region Short Description: 
 

Flevoland Region : Flevoland is a province situated in the centre of Netherlands, with a total 
area of 2,412 km2  and a population of 383,400 inhabitants (2009). 
The electricity production from onshore wind energy in 2008 was 1200GWh in this region, 
enough for 144,000 households. The 25% of all wind energy in the Netherlands is produced in 
Flevoland. 
 

 

 Prahova Region : Prahova is a Romanian region with a total area of 4,716 km² and a population 
of 829,945    inhabitants. The main energy resources from the region had a total (in 2008)  of 
24296.9 GWh, from which 6446 of net coal, 4394.8 of oil, 9234.4 of natural gas use, 4221.7 of 
hydro, nuclear-electric energy and electricity imports. 

 
 

 

 

A large thematic dissemination event was organized last 11th of February 
in the framework of the MORE4NRG project, during the EU Energy Week 
in Brussels. This event was a chance for the partners to share with regions 
outside of the partnership what they have learned from the project so far.  

This event was held at the Council’s Office from Brussels and at the 
inauguration there were present —among others— the president of the 
AER, the project manager of MORE4NRG project, Karin Maatje, the 
Valencian Regional Vice-minister of European Affairs, Rafael Ripoll, the 
General Director of the Regional Office in Brussels, Juan Manuel 
Revuelta, a representative from the Lazio Region, Gianpiero Borzillo. 

The Day of “Good practice 
exchange in the field of 
sustainable energy” had the goal to present the MORE4NRG 
project together with a number of good practices from—among 
others—Lazio, Valencia and the AER. 

The 10th of February, the European Commission held the Mayors’ 
Pact for the Sustainable Energy in Brussels, pact signed by many 
town councils from the Valencian Region. The persons signing the 
pact were invited to the MORE4NRG dissemination event, which 
was a great opportunity to make this project well-known among 
the representatives of various regions.  

EU Energy Week in Brussels 

Dissemination event in the framework of the 

MORE4NRG project 
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�� 2nd Dissemination 

Event will be the 

23rd of September, 

organized in 

Västernorrland 

Events:

    State of the Art Seminars 
 

During the three state of the art seminars all 12 project partners presented 
their policy and good practices on sustainable energy. For example, 
Norbotten focuses on wind power. This region has plans to build the largest 
European wind farm in Sweden, consisting of a 1001 turbines, providing 3.5 
million households with electricity. The region of Abruzzo in Italy has a large 
potential for hydro energy and the region of Lazio focuses on the 
development of photovoltaic energy to reach the EU goals (20-20-20) for 
sustainable energy by 2020. The regions in Rumania and Bulgaria are still 
working on their strategy and will be supported by the other project partners 
to develop it in the future. 
The sustainable energy 
strategy of Noord Brabant 
draw attention because it is 
part of the economic 
program instead of the 
environmental program. This 
seems to be an important 
point, since many of the 
regions have difficulties to 
find investors for large 
investments in sustainable 
energy projects.   

 

As a part of the state of the art seminars, study visits have been made to 
good practices in the field of sustainable energy. The project team visited a 
wind turbine park and a biomass plant in Flevoland. In Sweden the team 
visited a large hospital with a very simple cooling system. In the winter 
snow is stocked in a basin and covered with a layer of wood fibre. The 
melting water is sufficient to cool the whole hospital during the summer 
months. In Valencia the team visited ITE, a knowledge and research centre 
on sustainable energy.  

 

 

Conference on Energy Efficiency ��

�
On 23 September 2009 a conference on energy efficiency will be held in 
Västernorrland. The programme will be available on the MORE4NRG and 
AER website. Among others, there will be workshops on intelligent energy 
management in buildings and public areas and on awareness programs on 
energy efficiency.  

Contact details:  

 

Bob Pels  

Programma Manager European 
Territorial Cooperation 

Phone + 31 (0)320 265 474 

Mobile + 31 (0) 618 303 923 

e-mail: bob.pels@flevoland.nl  

 

Karin Maatje 

Project Manager Interreg 

Phone: + 31 (0)320 265 745 

Mobile + 31 (0)6 627 588 737 

e-mail:karin.maatje@flevoland.nl  

 

Province of Flevoland 

Programme Management Europe 

P.O.Box 55 

NL-8200 AB Lelystad 
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The 6th of May the 12 partners of MORE4NRG 

signed a Letter of Commitment. By signing this 

letter, the partners reaffirmed their cooperation 
in the project. According to Mario Flores, Minis-

ter of Infrastructure and Transport in Valencia 

“by signing the Letter of Commitment the impli-

cation for all partners in this project is nothing 

more but a reaffirmation of the firm commitment 
regarding the sustainable energetic policies’ 

use, as well as the participation in the know-

how exchanges of best practices, which adds 

up efforts in order to obtain a more sustainable 
world”. He also emphasized the “importance of 

the international collaboration regarding the 

sustainable energy, considering that the knowledge, experience and technologies exchanges with 

other regions allow us to move forward in the field of renewable energy and energy efficiency”.��
 

Anne Bliek, Deputy Queen’s Commissioner in Flevoland and Chair of the Monitoring Board of 

MORE4NRG told the participants that the project was initiated by the AER following their declaration: 

“European regions for energy efficiency and renewable energy sources” to reduce the effects of cli-

mate change and prepare for the  decline of the oil-age. “this reminds me of a statement I one heard: 

“The stone-age didn’t end because they ran out of 

stones”. The same accounts for fossil fuels. The 

MORE4NRG project underlines the urgency of this issue 

and the role of regions”. 

 

On 7th of May the last State of the Art Seminar was or-

ganised. During the 3 seminars all the partners have pre-

sented their energy situation and their current strategies 

on sustainable energy and energy efficiency. The presen-

tations are available on the MORE4NRG website. 
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MORE4NRG signed Letter of Commitment 


